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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Jim Ryan 
l l ( ) R N b ; \ GKNERAl, 

March 10, 1998 ?5^^-.c^. 

IMll Ryczek 
U.S. EPA 
''7 W. Jackson St. 
Chicago, IL 6C604 
SE-5.T 

< O j ^ " ' "^^T 

RE: Property at 97th and Cottage Grove 

Dear Mr. Ryczek: 

Enclos(;d please find copies of lEPA inspection reports at the facility and a copy of our 
(ilomplaint pending in Circuit Court. Please let me know what action the U.S. EPA is taking and 
^vhat the situation is regarding the property,. If I can be of any ftirther assistance, please feel free 
to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Ellen O'Laughlin 
Assistant Attorney General 
Environmental Bureau 
100 West Randolph Street, 11th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312)814-3532 

J'Hi.Soiirh Serond Street. Springrieltl, Illinois ()'J7n6 (L'17) 782-1 OOO • T H : (217) 7S5-2771 • FA.\: (217) 782-704(') 
100 West R.iiulolph Street. C.hiaigo, Illinois tiOfiOl (312) 814-:!000 • ITT: 1312) 814-3374 • FAX: (312) 814-3800 

Oil 1 taM Mam. Carbondale. Illinois (i2001 i018) 4:)7-3:>0,"i • m ' : 10I81 437-4421 • F- \ \ : (OlS) 4:)7-:i,")00 
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Sampting: Citizen Comptaint: Closed: Other 
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MonMeauukTEo STATUS 

SCXl: Claimed Nonhandler Other (Specify in Narrative :̂ 
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P -ociess Codij 

2>oi 

rr. a.i2.laa* 



_ - / T r # / -

N'^ne u^,, 1 ^ a > Clear^fe^ Ce. Name T D C > UAC »NC. 

Aijdmss <^yc^ 5 Co4f«xq€, <;-^c^c i Address 1331 s^ s J ' f i , C-f._ 
I City c H c c^« o i City c ; c e r e 
ro.r,.. ._-~d- _ . . _ . _ Zip ( , c e 4 ^ Sta^'i? X i 
Phone # 7 7 3 / 7 3 V - 5 000 

Pef iSONfS) INTERVIEWED 

^P €o^zg i^^^° 
Phone# 70 2 / 1 1 ^ ^ s^^o 

77TLE PHONED 

u ?«^J^f- i * I ' 

si 
I/. P. 0 ^ ODe/'dV«o*>i l o i / z ^ z -SVSKo 

7 73 /y3^-ScaQ 

INSPECTION PARTICIPANTfS) AGENCY/TITIE PHONE Ĥ  
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United Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC) 
0316505004 - Cook County 
::LD096798210 
March 25, 1997 

NARRATIVE 
Prepared by Richard Reich 

On March 25, 1997, Richard Reich of the Illinois ZPA conducted a 
follow-up inspection at United Air Cleaner at the request of DLC. 
Apparently, United Air Cleaner went into bankruptcy and the 
assets of the company were bought out by TDC Fil-er 
Manufacturing. The new combined company is now called TDC-UAC, 
Inc. TDC-UAC bought the former United Air Cleaner in December 
1995, and they have been operating the facility ever since. 
Approximately 200 drums of hazardous waste remain on-site from 
the former United Air Cleaner owners. 

According to TDC-UAC, the waste does not belong zo them because 
they bought only the assets of the former United Air Cleaner. 
However, they did move the waste into the building from outside 
where it had been left by the former owners. Since moving the 
waste inside, TDC-UAC has left the waste alone. J\t the time of 
the purchase of United Air Cleaner, there were seme negotiations 
with the AG (Ellen 0' Laughlin - Civil) for TDC-L'AC to remove the 
wciste from the site. According to TDC-UAC representatives, Jack 
Bailey of the AG's criminal investigation told them to leave the 
waste on-site following a June 1996 sampling evenc. This 
situation was not confirmed with Mr. Bailey. TDC-UAC plans on 
moving these operations to combine them with their plant in 
Cicero and leaving this location within two months time. 

Meanwhile, one of the former owners of United Air Cleaner Co., 
Yasar Samarah, who remains responsible for past violations and 
was the owner of the company when most of the stored waste was 
generated is now the owner of the New Demert & Dougherty, and is 
working at the below location: 

Yasar Samarah 
DeMert & Dougherty, Inc. 

1300 North Street 
Coal City, IL 60416-1299 

(815)634-2303 

Appa.rent Violations 

The following apparent violations are cited against TDC-UAC for 
being the operator of a hazardous waste storage facility, and the 
owners of the former United Air Cleaner Co. (Yasar Samara) as the 
previous owners of the facility for which violations remain 
outstanding: 



United Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC) 
0316505004 - Cook County 
ILD096798210 
March 25, 1997 

703.121(a) The facility is conducting a hazardous waste 
storage operation without a permic. 

722.134(d) The quantity of waste on-sire has exceeded 6000 
kilograms. 

722.134(d)(5) The facility has not designated an emergency 
coordinator, posted the required information, or 
trained employees in hazardous wasce handling and 
emergency procedures. 

725.112(ft) The owner/operator did not provide required 
notices to the Agency prior to transferring 
ownership/operational control of che facility. 

725.113(a) The facility has not analyzed each waste. 

725.113(b) The facility has no written waste analysis plan. 

725.114(c) The required "Danger" sign has not been posted. 

725., 115(a) The facility is not being inspected for problems 
which may lead to a release of hazardous waste. 

725.115(b) No written inspection schedule has been developed 
for the facility. 

725.il6(a) The facility does not have a hazardous waste 
training program. 

725.116(d) Written job titles and descriptions are not being 
maintained at the facility. 

725.131 The facility is not being operated or maintained 
to minimize the possibility of a release of 
hazardous waste which could threaten human health 
or the environment. 

72.5.135 The facility is not maintaining adequate aisle 
space. 

725.137 (̂cc) The facility does not have proof cf arrangements 
with local authorities. 

725.151(a) There was no contingency plan available at the 
time of the inspection. 



Uni:.ed Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC) 
0316505004 - Cook County 
ILDO96798210 
March 25, 1997 

725.. 155 There is not an emergency coordinacor on-site or 
on call at all times, and the emergency 
coordinator is not familiar with all of the 
required information. 

725.173Ca) The facility is not maintaining a «-ritten 
operating record. 

72 5.175 No annual report has been siibmitted for the 

facility. 

725.212(a) The facility has no closure plan. 

725.242(a) The facility has not prepared a written estimate 
of closure costs. 

725.244(a) The facility has not prepared a written estimate 
of post-closure costs. 

725.271 The facility has not transferred waste from 

containers in poor condition to nev; containers. 

725.273(a) Containers of waste are not always kept closed. 

72 5.273(b) Some containers are not being stored in a way 
which will prevent leaking. 

725.274 Containers are not being checked on a weekly basis 
for leaks or deterioration. 

723.150 (c) The facility has stored v/aste on-site for greater 
than one year. 
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/lifnola envtronmmital ProtaeUon Agency 
DMsion of Lsnd PottuUon Control 

L A ^ - 3 . _ i J I i - l . a X j 2 . 
RCRA INSPECTION REPORT 
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United Air Cleaner 
0316505004 - Cook 
ILD096798210 
J\ine 9, 1995 

NARRATIVE 

On June 9, 1995, Richard Reich of the Illinois EPA performed a 
RCRJl Follow-up inspection at United Air Cleaner (UAC) Company at 
9705 S. Cottage Grove in Chicago. The purpose of the inspection 
was to assess the status of the outstanding violation 
(728.150(c)) which the facility agreed to correct by May 13, 1995 
at their Pre-Enforcement Conference dated January 11, 1995, in a 
signed statement dated January 18, 1995, and which was verified 
by Yasar Samarah, President of UAC during the previous inspection 
on April 18, 1995. 

The facility has changed ownership since the last inspection. 
The new owner as of May 6, 1995, William Janney told the 
inspector in a previous phone conversation that he was not ^ 
informed of the severity of the environmental violations at the 
facility during the facility purchase. According to Mr. Janney, 
the property is still owned by American Filtrona Corp. of 
Richmond, Virginia, a former facility owner. The forwarding 
address for the former owner, Yasar Samarah was unavailable. 

During the inspection, Mr. Reich met with the Plant Manager, John 
La Magdeleine. Once again, the facility has failed to meet the 
agreed deadline for resolving violations. None of the hazardous 
waste which has now been in storage on-site for well over a year 
since Mr. Reich's first inspection had been shipped off-site for 
treatment or disposal. The inspector observed that the facility 
has still not complied with even the simplest requirements such 
as keeping containers of hazardous waste closed, and labelling 
reqi:iirements. Mr. La Magdeleine agreed to begin to address the 
violations. In return, Mr, Reich agreed to provide informational 
assistance to the company in resolving the violations. A meeting 
had been set up between the lEPA and the new owners on May 31 to 
discuss compliance issues; however, this was postponed by the 
facility. A new date has not been set for the meeting. 

Apparent V i o l a t i o n s Out s t and ing 

703.121(a) The facility is conducting a hazardous waste 
storage operation without a permit. 

72 2.111 The facility has not performed a hazardous waste 
determination on all of its wastes. 

722.134(a) The facility has not complied with Part 725 
Subparts C, D and I, or Section 725.116. 



United Air Cleaner 
0316505004 - Cook 
ILD096798210 
June 9, 19 95 

725.115(a) The facility is not inspected for problems which 
may lead to a release of hazardous waste. 

725.115(b) No written inspection schedule has been developed 
for the facility. 

725.173 The facility is not maintaining a written 

operating record. 

725.212(a) The facility has no closure plan. 

725.242(a) The facility has not prepared a written estimate 
of closure costs. 

728..107(a) The facility has not determined whether its waste 
is restricted from land disposal. 

728,, 150(c) The facility has stored waste on-site for greater 
than one year. 



FOLLOW-UP INSPECTION 

DATE: Q h h ^ 

TO:: bq.cv̂ o<> \]y'rryr\ HWRC. TECHNICAL COMPLIANCE UNIT 

PW)M: 'RveV>q.>n<j) P s q . . \ c k . r r ^ d l y i w r m r ^ Region 

SUBJECT: U r ^ H t J ^ A V f. l^a.r>cr ( L o O (< 
(Facility Name) (County) 

(USEPA ID Number) (State ID Number) 

^ / ^ d l ?V(Date of Initial Inspection) 

On T / > / 7,Ja follow-up Inspection was completed, resolving the following 
violations: 

SECTION SECTION SECTION 

Check Box If Applicable: 

/.^/ Outstanding violations remaining; see summary of apparent 
violations/narrative. 

/~~/ Send PECL for outstanding violations. 

/~'' Ne^ violations cited. 

Comments:. ^ 0 l/yurta^H^nrwi . . r € . ^ A a ^ f r t c ^ I j u 

JPR:1ab /2705k . 73 


